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Case Study - Falls & Mobility

Client Profile:

Mr D aged 47 suffering from epilepsy, diabetes, arthritis and premature
dementia. Due to his epilepsy and diabetes Mr D was suffering frequent
seizures resulting in falls, which required hospital treatment and/or stays as an
in-patient. His clinicians were conscious that many of these admissions or A &
E visits could be avoided if assistance could be given as soon as possible
after the event, as most of the times it was several hours before the next
planned care visit.

Role of Telecare:

His social care worker was put in contact with the local telecare team who
went with them to visit Mr D. The assessment recommended the installation of
a telecare alarm system with a falls detector for daytime use and a bed sensor
set for 20 minutes absence for the night time. A keysafe was installed as well
to allow the ambulance crews easy access to the property at night, which was
when many of the falls were happening. Telecare was seen by the social care
team as the last attempt at keeping Mr D in his own home as otherwise the
potential risks and cost of frequent hospital admissions would dictate that he
be moved into some form of residential care.

Outcome:

The telecare equipment was installed and Mr D was able to continue living in
his own home with in excess of 80% of his seizures now picked up by the
telecare equipment which has resulted in a considerable reduction in A & E
admissions and admissions. On all but a very few occasions the prompt
response has meant that the paramedics have been able to treat him at home
and allow him to stay there. Mr D remains at home to this day, which is almost
3 2 years after the installation of telecare.



